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A Brief Review of the EU Regulation of Law Applicable
to Divorce and Legal Separation

Dong Jinxin

Abstract; The EU Regulation of Law Applicable to Divorce and Legal Separation contributes to the
harmonization of application of law in the fields of divorce and legal separation in the member states,
which is one of the most important achievements of EU private international law. This regulation not only
creatively confers the parties of divorce and legal separation with a limited right to choose the applicable
law, but also uses a list of successive connecting factors to establish the closest relationship between
objective applicable law and the parties. In this way, it improves the legal certainty, predictability and
flexibility of law applicable to international matrimonial proceedings significantly, which could be a
reference to the law applicable to foreign-related divorce in China.
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