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From No Restraint to Being Limited: The Development of

Spain’s Universal Criminal Jurisdiction
Zheng Danyang

Abstract; Spain had once been famous for having the broadest universal jurisdiction. Its exercise of
absolute universal jurisdiction had been widely disputed. Absolute universal jurisdiction is merely an
illusion of justice; it has no effect on ending impunity while it is even likely to be subject to
abuse. Responding to the prevailing global trends in the development of universal jurisdiction, and as a
result of experiences gained in the judicial practice and legislative efforts, Spain has now restricted the
scope of its universal jurisdiction requiring cases to have links to Spain, limiting plaintiffs to victims and
the office of public prosecutor, and applying the principle of complementarity. Universal jurisdiction in
Spain is now on the way to becoming more restrained.
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