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The Evaluation of China Maritime Law Studies
Zhang Wenguang

Abstract: The revision of The Maritime Code of the People’s Republic of China has been a focus since
2000. A lot of articles, books and papers have been published, mainly focusing on the general theory of
maritime law, maritime property rights, carriage of goods by sea, the Rotterdam Rules and marine
insurance. It is generally agreed that China maritime law studies has made a big progress. At the same
time, they also have some shortcomings, such as, the depth of the theory, the breadth of the covered
fields, the weakness of legal characteristics, and the over-transplantation of international or foreign
regime. In the future, the maritime law studies should put more emphasis on the basic theory, Chinese
practices, and the multi-disciplinaary studies.

Keywords: Maritime Law, Maritime Property Rights, Carriage of Goods by Sea, the Rotterdam Rules,

Marine Insurance
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