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On Perfecting Chinese Legal System of

Carriage of Goods by Sea
Zhang Yongjian

Abstract; The existing legal systems of carriage of goods by sea both for the domestic shipping and ocean-
going shipping in China are two separate sets, in which there are still some spaces for improving. And, it
has profound historical reasons therefor. Now not only is there a great need to perfect the China shipping
legal system based on the unification of the carriage of goods by sea, but also imperative and
objective. The legal system of carriage of goods by sea is the core and basis of The Maritime Code of the
People’s Republic of China, which has an important influence on the other system in The Maritime Code of
the People’s Republic of China. So in the discussion and revision of The Maritime Code of the People’s
Republic of China, the fourth chapter of which, named Contract of Carriage of Goods by Sea, should be
considered priority among priorities.

Keywords: Maritime Code of the People’s Republic of China, Carriage of Goods by Sea, ldentity of Legal
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