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The Habitual Residence as Centre of Life of a Natural Person
Xue Tong

Abstract; Unlike nationality and domicile, the term of habitual residence provides less evident criteria
to identify the lex peronalis in individual case. The existing law borrows the conception of the place of
centre of life to restate the definition of habitual residence of a natural person. However, this approach

seems unlikely to improve legal certainty and foreseeability, because the conception of the place of centre
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of life itself is an unclear definition. In order to improve legal certainty, it is proposed that this definition
should be interpreted in a clearer and more detailed manner. Based on a dogmatic interpretation of the
personal connecting factor, this article endeavours to develop an analytical model of definition of habitual
residence and clarify its components such as the scope and types of considerable facts, point of time and
the setting of decisive conflicts rule to indicate the centre of a natural person’s life. This will gradually
makes the concept of the habitual residence evolve a reasonable rule in judicial practice.

Keywords: Habitual Residence, Centre of Life, Personal Connecting Factor, Lex Personalis
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