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A Study on the Japanese Legal System of the Preservation of

Low-water Lines and Remote Islands
Zhang Xiaotian

Abstract: Nowadays, the countries all over the world are paying more and more attention to their marine
rights and interests, and the relevant disputes on the sea are increasing. Japan’s construction of legal
system on the protection of low-water lines and remote islands involves the issue of marine disputes,
which is of significance for China to study and learn for reference. Based on the provisions of the low-water
lines and islands in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, this paper firstly introduced the
influences and effects of low-water lines and islands in both baseline delineation and the sea delimitation,
then focused on an important Act of Japan, which is named “In Order to Promote the Use and
Preservation of the Continental Shelf and Exclusive Economic Zone of the Low-water Line and Base
Facilities Security Preparedness Act”, providing a detailed introduction of its background, process,
main content, specific administrative regulations and other relevant trends of legislation. Secondly, this
paper introduced another legal document of Japan, “Basic Low-water Line Preservation Plan” . After
drawing two specific cases, i.e. Minami Torishima and Okinotorishima, this paper also analyzed the
implementations of another two cases, namely, the delineation of Okinawa District and emphatically
protection of Okinotorishima. Finally, some comments and reviews on the relevant legislation and practice
of Japan were concluded.

Keywords: Japan, Maritime Legislation, Low-water Line, the Remote Islands, International law
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