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On “Threefold” Councils of the United Nations

——The Human Rights Council under Reform as Perspective

Zhang Naigen
Abstract ; The United Nations Human Rights Council was established in 2006, which cooperates with the
Security Council and Economic and Social Council as “threefold” Councils to achieve the “threefold”
purposes of the United Nations for peace and security, development and human rights. It is the new
approach to reform the United Nations reflecting the ideal rule of international law. The key to realize the
ideal of the proposed “threefold” Councils is whether the Human Rights Council can finally become one of
the principle organs of the United Nations. The concept of “threefold” was originated from the Roman
private laws and has influences on modern western rule of laws including the theories of international law
created or developed by Grotius and Kant as well as the positive international legal system. The
establishment of the United Nations was intended to practice the ideal rule of international law, but it was
limited to historical reasons with difficulty to realize the ideal. Although the reform of United Nations is
still facing great challenges, international community has determined toward the ideal rule of international
law.

Keywords: the Reform of the United Nations, Human Rights Council, Threefold, Rule of International Law
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