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A Restudy on the Nature of International Economic Law

Sun Xingiang
Abstract; International economic law is a branch of international law. Narrowly defined, the science of
international economic law takes international economic law itself as research object. Broadly defined, the
science of international economic law, which has gradually developed into a comprehensive discipline in
the 1980s, focuses on international economic law, economic laws involving foreign elements of various
states, international trade usages, and even civil and commercial laws of important trading
countries. However, due to the confusion of the two concepts of “law” and “science of law” , the science
of international economic law in a broader sense has been regarded as international economic law, which
gives rise to a vogue definition of international economic law and various controversies on its nature. If the
above concepts were not clarified properly and the misused concepts were not corrected, the new discipline
of the science of international economic law would be confronted with the controversies and ensuing issues
continuously.
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