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A Study of Pre - existing Petroleum Contracts in

Joint Maritime Development Negotiations
Dong Shijie

Abstract: The issue of pre-existing petroleum contracts constitutes an obstacle to the joint development in
disputed maritime zones. The contracts are not forbidden by international law if they are not to jeopardize
or hamper the reaching of a final agreement on delimitation. During the negotiations of the joint
development, it is necessary to give due consideration to the interests of oil companies, state parties of
pre-existing petroleum contracts and other disputed parties in the face of the pre-existing petroleum
contracts. There are four alternatives to deal with pre-existing petroleum contracts: not influenced by the
joint development, terminating the contracts according to the relevant terms, unilaterally cancelling the
contracts, and accepted by the joint development. Among them, terminating the contracts according to
the relevant terms and accepted by the joint development are comparatively more feasible.
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