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Building International Maritime Judicial Center

under the Background of the “Belt and Road” Initiative

Zhang Wenguang

Abstract: The “Belt and Road” Initiative provides the shipping industry a historical opportunity for
development, and ask for higher service from maritime judiciary. As the maritime judicial center of Asian-
Pacific region, China eyes on international maritime judicial center. There are three reasons for building
international maritime judicial center; first, serve and safeguard the national strategies, including but
not limited to, maritime power, the “Belt and Road” Initiative, shipping power, etc. Secondly, form a
rule of law and internationalized business environment. Thirdly, participate in the formulation of
international rules. Now, China has economic strength of becoming international judicial center, but also
faces competitions from historical international maritime judicial center London and emerging international
judicial center Singapore. To be an international maritime judicial center, China has to perfect ocean
related laws and regulations, reform maritime judicial regime, promote maritime judicial credibility,
expand international judicial cooperation, and support the development of maritime arbitration.
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