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New Development and Practical Difficulties of
“ Responsibility to Protect” under the

Framework of the United Nations
Qiu Changging and Xiang Tianjunyi

Abstract: The “Responsibility to Protect” has been incorporated into the United Nations framework since
the World Summit in 2005, which consists of rich connotation, principles and specific implementation
standards for protection of civilians in the humanitarian crisis. However, there are many difficulties and
the risks of being abused in concrete practice. The advocacy and promotion of the United Nations plays an
important role to absorb the “Responsibility to Protect” into the United Nations human rights agenda and
has formed some consensus under the framework of the UN. However, the *Responsibility to Protect” is
only a fragile consensus in the international community, and does not have international law binding. There
are some different understandings of the connotation of “ Responsibility to Protect”. Meanwhile, the
selectivity and uncertainty of the “Responsibility to Protect” in military intervention has caused a great
impact on the principles of international law. It is urgent to carry out more concrete and reasonable legal
rules on the practice of “Responsibility to Protect” and promote a more standardized new international
human rights protection order under the framework of the UN.

Keywords: The United Nations, Responsibility to Protect, Human Rights
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