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Review of the Moon Agreement and China’s Considerations Under

the Prospect of Space Resources Exploitation
Yang Kuan

Abstract: In recent years, the technology and commercialization for space resources exploration have
achieved rapid development. The new changes of the legal environment for space resource exploration
highlighted the need to review and activate the Moon Agreement, which has not yet been accepted by the
majority of space-faring countries due to reasons including the disagreement over the concept of the
“common heritage of mankind”. The Moon Agreement has advantages in establishing a unified
international mechanism for the exploration of space resources. China should consider promoting the
review of the Moon Agreement in the framework of the UN, and take it as an opportunity to construct an
international legal mechanism for space resources exploration and use. It is a good opportunity for China to
actively participate in and even lead the international legislation on the exploration of space resources, and
to limit the unilateral commercial exploration of space resources by the US. China should take into
consideration the progress of the review, the attitude of major space countries and the level of development
of China’s space resources exploration technology.
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