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The Practice and Perspective of the Communist Party

of China on Treaties: A Centennial Overview
Shi Xiaobin and Zhao Yanrui

Abstract: The year of 2021 marked the centenary of the Communist Party of China (CPC). The CPC
had many interactions with treaties in the past century. Although the CPC is not the subject of treaties in
international law, it has influenced and shaped China’s treaty practice. Before the founding of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC), the CPC advocated abolishing unequal treaties. Since the founding of the
PRC, the CPC has directly led the treaty practice with different priorities at different stages, so as to
jointly serves the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. The CPC’s perspective on treaties adheres to
the Party’s governing theories as its guiding thoughts, sovereign equality as its core, peaceful development
as its value proposition, unity of national interests, individual interests and the common interests of
humankind as its pursued interests, implementation of and compliance with treaty obligations in good faith
as the basis. In the future, the treaty work under the leadership of the CPC can be further improved from
three aspects: to make a more balanced layout in the geographical and structural perspectives of treaties,
to lead the international law-making process progressively, and to improve the domestic legislation
regarding treaties with perseverance.

Keywords: Communist Party of China, Treaties, Unequal Treaties, Sovereign Equality, Peaceful

Development, Common Interests of Humankind, pacia sunt servanda
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