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Foreign Experiences of the Foreign Agents Law and Its Implications
Jiang Hui

Abstract: In order to prevent foreign forces from engaging in domestic political activities in a covert way
and to maintain the political security, there has been a global trend of enacting foreign agents law
alongside the anti-spy law. Foreign agents law requires foreign agents who represent foreign forces to
influence domestic political activities to undertake the obligation of identity disclosure and continuous
information disclosure. These laws also have harsh legal responsibilities. Due to the stigmatizing effect of
the label “foreign agent” and the additional cost of information disclosure set by the foreign agents law,
these laws have an effect of prohibiting and restricting foreign agents from engaging in political activities.
As a result, it has been used by governments of various countries as a tool for foreign struggles. In recent
years, there has been a tendency to use these laws to regulate the media. China has not had a similar law
yet, and the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Administration of Activities of Overseas Non-
Governmental Organizations within the Territory of China cannot achieve the similar functions and effects.
Therefore, from the perspective of improving the foreign-related legal system and maintaining national
security, it is necessary to establish a similar system promptly. If such a law is enacted, the relationship
between individual rights protection and supervision needs shall be handled cautiously.

Keywords: Foreign Agents Law, Foreign Agents, Foreign Forces, Stigmatization, Information

Disclosure, Overseas NGOs
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