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The Institutional Innovation for Promoting the Domestic Rule of Law
and Foreign-Related Rule of Law Coordinately : Experience and

Implications from the Construction of China’s Free Trade Zones
Peng Yue

Abstract: In the context of Reform and Opening -Up and Rule of Law, the construction of Free Trade
Zones, e.g. Special FEconomic Zones, Special FEconomic Development Zones, Special Customs
Surveillance Zone, Free Trade Pilot Zones and Free Trade Port, concerns major issues of foreign-related
rule of law, such as the vertical legislative power allocation between central and local legislators,
horizontal cooperation between foreign-related law and domestic law and foreign-related law’s integration
with international trade and investment rules. Since 1978, in order to deal with the above issues of
foreign-related rule of law, based on the legislative rationality at the legal form, practical and objective
levels, the innovation of relevant legal systems has reflected the trend of embedding Reform and Opening-
Up into the legal framework, and the coordinated development of foreign-related and domestic legal
systems. This kind of institutional evolution has important theoretical significance and practical guiding
value for understanding how to promote the domestic rule of law and foreign-related rule of law
coordinately.

Keywords: Domestic Rule of Law, Foreign-Related Rule of Law, Comprehensive Promotion, Free Trade

Zone, Institutional Innovation
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