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Solution to Absence of Rules in the Implementation of the Arrangement
on Recognition and Enforcement of Judgments in Matrimonial

and Family Cases Between Mainland and Hong Kong
Zhang Shudian

Abstract; The Arrangement on Recognition and Enforcement of Judgments in Matrimonial and Family
Cases Between Mainland and Hong Kong has constituted a unified statutory regime for the recognition and
enforcement of judgments in Matrimonial and Family cases between Mainland and Hong Kong. However,
there are still some problems, such as the restriction on the scope of application, uncertainty on applicable
procedures for reference, and transformation of the rules of recognition and enforcement, lack of explicit
rules for uncovered issues. In Hong Kong, Mainland Judgments in Matrimonial and Family Cases
( Reciprocal Recognition and Enforcement) Ordinance ( hereinafter referred to as “the Ordinance” ), and
Mainland Judgments in Matrimonial and Family Cases ( Reciprocal Recognition and Enforcement) Rules
(hereinafter referred to as “the Rules” ) have been enacted to apply the Arrangement. The Ordinance and
the Rules have made supplementary provisions on the scope of application, procedural rules, registration
and registration cancellation procedures, coordination between statutory law and common law. To better
implement the Arrangement and avoid the fragmentation and inconsistent ruling of the mechanism of the
recognition and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial and family cases between the Mainland and Hong
Kong, the Supreme People’s Court of the People’s Republic of China should make a complementary
judicial interpretation to enable the reference provision to apply to all the judgments in matrimonial and
family cases, to construct an independent and a more convenient recognition procedure for divorce
agreements, to clarify the rules of uncovered issues and to specify the content of judicial cooperation.

Keywords: Arrangement on Recognition and Enforcement of Judgments in Matrimonial and Family Cases
Between Mainland and Hong Kong, Hong Kong, Judgments in Matrimonial and Family Cases,

Recognition, Enforcement, Interregional Judicial Assistance, Interregional Conflict of Laws
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