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Some Thoughts and Suggestions for Stepping Up

Legislation in Foreign-Related Fields
Liu Jingdong

Abstract; Stepping up legislation in foreign-related fields is the basis and premise for advancing the rule
of law in domestic and foreign-related affairs in a coordinated manner. Over the past 40 years of reform
and opening up, China’s foreign-related legal system has grown from establishment to maturity, and
legislation in foreign-related fields has always maintained distinct Chinese characteristics in different
times. Current foreign-related legislation focuses on national security, aims to serve high-level opening up
to the world, continuously strengthens the connection between domestic law and international law, and
promotes the extraterritorial application of Chinese law. Nevertheless, there are still problems in China’s
foreign-related legislation, such as the unclear status of international treaties in the legal system, the
relatively conservative extraterritorial jurisdiction of domestic law, simple legal responsibilities in foreign-
related laws, ete. In order to better respond to the needs of building a community with a shared future for
mankind, and to enhance China’s discourse power in the international rule of law, China should speed up
the promulgation of the Foreign Relations Law, further improve the legislation in key areas of national
security, strengthen anti-sanctions and anti-interference legislation, actively adopt new high-standard
international trade and investment rules in the legislation, and improve jurisdiction system and
international commercial dispute settlement system.

Keywords: Report to the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, Legislation in
Foreign-Related Fields, Foreign-Related Legal System, Rule of Law in Foreign-Related Affairs, Rule of

Law in Domestic Affairs
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