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On the Status of the Law on Foreign Relations of the People’s Republic

of China in China’s System of the Rule of Law in Foreign Matters
Huang Jin

Abstract: On 28 June 2023, the Law on Foreign Relations of the People’s Republic of China (hereinafter
referred to as the Foreign Relations Law) , as China’s first separate, fundamental and comprehensive law
in the field of foreign relations, was enacted by the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress
(NPC) with great historical significance. Adopting the Foreign Relations Law demonstrates China’s
unequivocal position and attitude of firmly practicing and enforcing the rule of law in its foreign relations,
foreign interactions and participation in the process of global governance. It is also an inevitable
requirement for the integration of the rule of law in domestic and international affairs, as well as a
necessary objective to advance the modernization of the rule of law in the Chinese approach. In China’s
foreign-related rule of law system, Foreign Relations Law occupies an important position. It is a legislation
that has constitutional relevance since it further develops, applies, and concretizes the provisions of the
Chinese Constitution on international relations. At the same time, it clarifies the basic principles, basic
concepts and basic systems of foreign relations. As a fundamental and comprehensive law in the system of
foreign-related laws and regulations, the Foreign Relations Law provides guiding and universal ideas,
guidelines, principles and systems for the conduct of China’s external affairs, and provides authorization
and guidance for other foreign-related laws and regulations. The enactment of the Foreign Relations Law
not only improves China’s system of foreign-related laws and regulations from a legislative perspective, but
also has great value and significance in strengthening the construction of the foreign-related rule of law
system. It contributes to optimizing the strategic layout of foreign-related rule of law work, promoting a
more systematic foreign-related rule of law system, and truly building a bridge between the domestic rule
of law and the international rule of law.

Keywords: Foreign Relations Law, Rule of Law in Foreign Matters, Domestic Rule of Law,

International Rule of Law, Chinese Modernization, Foreign-Related Legal System
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