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On the Construction of China’s Foreign Relations Law System
Liu Renshan and Zhang Linxin

Abstract: China’s Foreign Relations Law System should be a complete and organically linked system of
laws and regulations based on the Law on Foreign Relations of the People’s Republic of China. The
systemization refers to construction of an organic legal system consisting of laws and regulations on all
types of legal relations in the field, based on the Law on Foreign Relations of the People’s Republic of
China. This unique legal system must be complete, internally coordinated and unified, with Chinese
characteristics , and capable of promoting and safeguarding the requirements for the construction of the rule
of law in foreign affairs, as well as promoting and safeguarding China’s foreign relations. To this end, it is
necessary to comprehensively sort out the legal norms in the field, to understand the current status and to
define the scope of China’s Foreign Relations Law System, to clarify the relationship between different
subjects and laws, and to clarify the relationship between the Law on Foreign Relations of the People’s
Republic of China and other legal norms, as well as the internal relationship of the system, and to
leverage its role of coordination. In this process, adhering to the direction of the rule of law of socialism
with Chinese characteristics, taking the promotion of the construction of a human community with a shared
future as the overarching principle, and adhering to true multilateralism are the core targets and essential
requirements of China’s Foreign Relations Law System, which are also the features of China’s Foreign
Relations Law System that differentiate it from those of the U. S. and the EU. Although the construction of
China’s Foreign Relations Law System is a complex and arduous systematic project, we should have a
profound understanding of its practical and far-reaching historical significance.

Keywords: Rule of Law in Foreign Affairs, International Rule of Law, Foreign Relations Law, Foreign

Relations Law System, Multilateralism, A Human Community with a Shared Future
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