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@© See James R. McCullagh, “Russian Dumping of Radioactive Wastes in the Sea of Japan: An Opportunity to Evaluate the
Effectiveness of the London Convention 1972” , (1996) 5 Pacific Rim Law & Policy Journal 399, pp. 399 —420.

@ See Kirsti-Liisa Sjsblom and Gordon Linsley, “Sea Disposal of Radioactive Wastes: The London Convention 1972”7, (1994) 36
IAEA Bulletin 12, pp. 12 - 16.

® See IAEA, Radioactive Waste Disposal into the Sea (International Atomic Energy Agency, 1961), pp. 9 —10.

@ See IAEA, “Note on International Conventions Relating to Radioactive Marine Pollution” , (1974) 13 Nuclear Law Bulletin 39,
pp- 39 -55.

® See John Warren. Kindt, “Ocean Dumping”, (1984) 13 Denver Journal of International Law & Policy 335, pp. 335 —376.

® 1972 4F ( ABHBESIWEF) (Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment) , B4 EE ™,
https: //documents. un. org/doc/undoc/gen/n73/106/78/pdt/n7310678. pdf,
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See IAEA, Definition and Recommendations for the Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and
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other Matter (International Atomic Energy Agency, 1986), pp.9 - 16.

See IMO, Report of the Seventh Consultative Meeting, LDC 7/12, 9 March 1983.
See IMO, Report of the Ninth Consultative Meeting, LDC 9/12, 18 October 1985.
See IMO, Report of the Ninth Consultative Meeting, LDC 9/12, 18 October 1985.
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@ See Kirst-Liisa Sjsblom and Gordon Linsley, “Sea Disposal of Radioactive Wastes: The London Convention 1972”7, (1994) 36
IAEA Bulletin 12, p. 15.

@ See IMO, Concerning Disposal at Sea of Radioactive Wastes, 1.C 51/16, 12 November 1993.
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©® See Clifton E. Curits, “Legality of Seabed Disposal of High-Level Radioactive Wastes under the London Dumping Convention” ,
(1985) 14 Ocean Development and International Law 383, pp. 383 —416.

@ See Leonard S. Spector and Geoffrey B. Shields, “Nuclear Waste Disposal: An International Legal Perspective”, (1979) 1
Journal of International Law and Business 569, pp. 569 —656.

® See IMO, Report of the Seventh Consultative Meeting, LDC 7/12, 9 March 1983.

© See IMO, Disposal of Radioactive Waste into Sub-seabed Repositories Accessed from the Sea, LDC.41/13, 18 December 1990;
IMO, Report of the Thirteenth Consultative Meeting, LDC 13/15, 18 December 1990.
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See IAEA | Determining the Suitability of Materials for Disposal at Sea under the London Convention 1972 and London Protocol

1996 ;. A Radiological Assessment Procedure, IAEA-TECDOC - 1759, htitps; //www — pub. iaea. org/ MTCD/Publications/PDF/

TE —=1759_ web. pdf.

@ See IMO, Report of the Nineteenth Consultative Meeting. 1.C 19/10, 14 November 1997.

@ See IAEA, Determining the Suitability of Materials for Disposal at Sea under the London Convention 1972 and London Protocol
1996 . A Radiological Assessment Procedure, IAEA-TECDOC - 1759.

@ See IAEA, Determining the Suitability of Materials for Disposal at Sea under the London Convention 1972 and London Protocol
1996 . A Radiological Assessment Procedure, IAEA-TECDOC - 1759.

® See Darian Ghorbi, “There’s Something in the Water; The Inadequacy of International Anti-Dumping Laws as Applied to the

Fukushima Daiichi Radioactive Water Discharge” , (2012) 27 American University International Law Review 473 , pp. 473 —503.
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O See IMO, Report of the First Consultative Meeting, 1LDC 1/16, 29 September 1976; IMO, Procedures and Criteria for
Determining and Addressing Emergency Situations as Referred to in Articles 8 and 18. 1. 6 of the 1996 London Protocol, 1.C 28/15 ,
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® See Jill S. Murakami, “The Dumping of the New Carissa; An Analysis of the Emergency Provisions of the London Convention” ,
(1999) 8 Pacific Rim Law & Policy Journal 705, pp. 705 —730.

@ See James R. McCullagh, “Russian Dumping of Radioactive Wastes in the Sea of Japan: An Opportunity to Evaluate the
Effectiveness of the London Convention 1972”7, (1996) 5 Pacific Rim Law & Policy Journal 399, pp. 399 —420.
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Legal Regulation of Radioactive Matter Dumping into the Ocean

Evolution, Limitations and Breakthroughs of the London Convention
Hu Bangda

Abstract: The Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter
(the London Convention) is an important international legal framework regulating the dumping of
radioactive matter into the ocean. The rules under the London Convention have evolved from prohibiting
only the dumping of high-level radioactive matter to banning the dumping of all radioactive substances and
the disposal of radioactive waste on the seabed. However, the convention and its protocols have limitations
in effectively achieving their goals due to restrictions on the scope of pollution sources, exemption levels,
exceptions, sovereign immunity, and enforcement mechanisms. The development of the London
Convention demonstrates that these limitations can be addressed further by advancing efforts at both the
international and regional levels. On the international level, amendments to the London Convention and its
protocols could be made through Conferences of the Parties. These amendments should aim to broaden the
regulatory scope to include land-based sources of radioactive waste, introduce total quantity control
measures to fill the “exemption level” gap, tighten the conditions under which exceptions apply, and
enhance international compliance supervision mechanisms. On the regional level, coastal states in specific
marine areas could conclude regional treaties that supplement and clarify the general provisions of
international conventions regarding the regulation of radioactive marine pollution. These regional
agreements would facilitate the effective implementation of the convention and turn regional consensus into
joint action and influence, thus pushing for the improvement of international conventions.

Keywords: Radioactive Matter, Marine Pollution, Marine Environment, London Convention,
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