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The Legal Effects of International Settlement Agreements

Resulting from Mediation Under Singapore Convention on Mediation
Jiang Baoguo

Abstract; Eying on the golden New York Convention, the Singapore Convention on Mediation lays down
an ambitious framework on the enforcement of international settlement agreements resulting from mediation
(iMSAs). Though it provides a functional description of “recognition” without using the word, its
framework still centers on the res judicata and enforcement effects of iMSAs, contradicting many national
laws and current dispute resolution doctrines. How to explain iMSAs’ mandatory effects beyond contracts
during enforcement is a tricky question, since neither the effects-borrowing doctrine nor the effects-
autonomous doctrine can justify itself on this matter. IMSAs under Singapore Convention on Mediation
have the dual properties of both civil contracts and dispute resolution results from the intervention of third
parties; the former dictates their contractual effects under private law, while the latter is the reason why
they may enjoy res judicata and enforcement effects under public law as the products of a structured
process”. Therefore, the contractual effects of iMSAs under the Singapore Convention on Mediation
originate from party autonomy, while their res judicata and enforcement effects are delegated by the
convention and national laws, and are based on, confirms and reinforces party autonomy.
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