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On the Relationship Between International Civil Procedure Law and
Civil Procedure Law: Comment on Article 270 of the Newly Amended

Civil Procedure Law of the People’s Republic of China
Li Wang

Abstract: The relationship between International Civil Procedure Law and Civil Procedure Law has
always been a matter of concern on which there are different understandings. Thereinto, the two most
typical viewpoints are respectively that the former is the special provision of the latter and that the former
is an independent legal department. Article 270 of the newly amended Civil Procedure Law inherits the
previous system content still adopting the theory of the former being the later. This article holds that
although both are applicable to civil cases involving foreign elements, they solve different legal problems.
International Civil Procedure Law deals with the unique problems of foreign-related civil cases, the
problems of law application in procedural law, and the problems that need special treatment, and adheres
to the concept of internationalism (universalism). To adopt the theory of International Civil Procedure
Law as an independent legal department is more conducive to properly handling foreign-related civil cases
and expanding the development space of International Civil Procedure Law. Therefore, in the absence of
explicit provisions in International Civil Procedure Law, it is wise to find out the due system content in
accordance with the spirit of internationalism, but not to apply the rules of Civil Procedure Law.

Keywords: International Civil Procedure Law, Civil Procedure Law, Article 270 of the Civil Procedure

Law, Lex Fori, Internationalism, Universalism
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