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An Legal Analysis of International Law Issues

Involved in the Ukraine Crisis
Huang Huikang

Abstract; The Ukraine crisis is the largest geopolitical conflict since the end of the Cold War, with the
main battlefield in Ukraine and its impact felt around the world. This is a new type of war that is all-
round, three-dimensional and composite, integrating political, military, economic, and public opinion
warfare and legal warfare. It involves a series of complex legal issues, such as the boundary between the
lawful and unlawful use of force in international relations, the legitimacy of “preemptive self-defense” and
“humanitarian intervention” , the legal effect of the “referendum to join Russia” in the four regions of
Ukraine, the legitimacy of the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, and the safety and security of
nuclear power plants, as well as the application of international humanitarian law in armed conflict. The
disputing parties and international community are sharply divided on these issues. At present, the
battlefield situation is still intense, and the legal battle over the legitimacy of Russia’s “Special Military
Operation” against Ukraine is also deeply developed, yet the final solution of the conflict will undoubtedly
be reflected through legal means. The year of 2025 marks the 80th anniversary of the founding of the
United Nations, and it is also a crucial year for the political settlement of the Ukraine crisis. The
international community needs to use international law to distinguish right from wrong, resolve disputes,
and rebuild the peace order.

Keywords: Ukraine Crisis, Russia-Ukraine Conflict, International Law, United Nations Charter,

Diplomatic and Legal Warfare
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