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Diplomatic and Consular Law in relation to China’s
Covid — 19 Prevention and Control Measures and

US Closure of China’s Consular Post
Jia Guide

Abstract; Since the COVID - 19 outbreak, the Chinese government have adopted various prevention and
control measures which are also applicable to the diplomatic and consular officers accredited to China. In
the light of plain meaning of the rules of international law concerning diplomatic and consular privileges
and immunities, their codification history, and related international practices, those measures taken by
the Chinese government strike a balance between the privileges and immunities on the one hand, and
related public health considerations on the other hand. The measures are thus reasonable and lawful. On
July 21th 2020, US abruptly forced China to close its Consulate General in Houston on a short notice of 72
hours. Pursuant to the rules and widespread state practices on diplomatic and consular law, the arbitrary
and unreasonable short notice of US demand to close the consulate, the denial of privileges and immunities
of the consulate even within the reasonable time after closure, and the taking into custody by US of the
premises of the consulate with no regard to the will of China are all grave violations of international law.
Chinese side has more than ample legal grounds to take reciprocal countermeasures.

Keywords: Diplomatic and Consular Privileges and Immunities, COVID —19 Pandemic, Prevention and

Control Measures, Closure of Consular Post, Principle of Reciprocity
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