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Recent Developments on Cultural Heritage Law in Armed Conflict .
Analysis on Relevant Resolutions Adopted by the United

Nations Security Council
Hu Xiujuan

Abstract: The destruction and looting of cultural heritage has been the concern of the UN Security
Council in recent years with the rise of mistreatment of cultural heritage in armed conflict despite the
existence of Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict and its
protocols. In response to the challenges, the UN Security Council has adopted several resolutions which
include articles related to cultural heritage, especially the resolution 2347 which is the first resolution to
focus exclusively on cultural heritage. The resolutions are of great importance to international cultural
heritage law in armed conflict. Comparing with international conventions and customs, the Security
Council resolutions highlight the connection between cultural heritage and international peace and safety,
enhance the protection of cultural heritage in non-international armed conflict, and put emphasis on
applying criminal law to prevent the destruction and illicit trafficking of cultural heritage. However, it is a
long-term task for protection of cultural heritage during armed conflict and demands the sustained attention
of international community due to the shortcomings of the resolutions.
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