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Rising Sea Levels: Challenges and Responses for Small Island
Developing States from the Perspective of International Law

——The Prospect of Cooperation between China and Small Island States
Ma Bo
Abstract; Rising sea level caused by climate change poses a serious threat to coastal countries,
especially small island developing nations. From the perspective of international law, the sinking and
disappearance of islands will damage the sovereignty of a country, maritime rights and human rights. In
order to cope with this grim reality, the technology of consolidating existing islands in the form of land
reclamations has been widely used in many countries, and achieved positive outcomes. However, the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) has lagged behind in the legislation relating
to a series of consequences caused by rising sea levels. From the perspective of safeguarding the interests
of developing countries, especially small island states, re-examining the impact of rising sea level with the
law of the sea, and the significance of land reclamations solution is a major issue that international

community must face in order to safeguard the sustainable development of human society.

Keywords: Rising Sea Level, Small Island Nations, the UNCLOS, Land Reclamations
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