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“Heavenly Principle, State Law, Human Sentiment/ Compassion”

and Nuclear Policy in East Asia
Akthiko Morita ( Translated by Ma Jie)

Abstract; Energy policy is highly political and we must take it as major challenge for our democracy
because political decision-making in liberal democracy must be democratic. Complex socio-technological
system such as nuclear energy plants needs a new way of approach based on not the myth of rational
controllability of the entire system, but recognition of bounded rationality of human. “ TEPCO’s
Fukushima nuclear accident” should not be taken as a special case of failure TEPCO alone was
responsible for but a representative case of the post-industrial society for which Japan needs revolutionary
transformation as a whole. For this end, we need to reexamine our way of thinking unconsciously
embedded in our mind as a de facto framework, which was internalized through modernization process,
heavily influenced by the West as the prime paradigm. “ Heavenly principle, State law, Human
sentiment,” the East Asian political ideal is worth reexamining as entry point for such scrutiny.

Keywords: Energy Policy, Complex Socio-technological System, Bounded Rationality, Heavenly

Principle/State Law/Human Sentiment
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