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2020 Review: the Way forward for UN Human Rights

Treaty Body System
Dai Ruijun

Abstract; The United Nations human rights treaty body system has for a long time faced a contradiction
between the growing demand for missions and mandates and the limited resources and capabilities. In
order to find a solution, the United Nations has never stopped exploring. The structural reform proposal
such as a consolidated report or a unified Standing Treaty Body was not adopted, because it inevitably
involved amendments to the human rights treaties. Revision and adjustment of working methods had
limited effect. Since 2012, State parties have begun to take the lead in the process of improving treaty
body system, bringing new hopes for the development of this system. It should be pointed out that the
arbitrary expansion of the treaty body system, with potential breakthrough of treaty provisions, is an
important cause of today’s predicament. The way to enhance the effectiveness of the treaty body system in
the future should return to the Convention, bearing in mind the purpose of the United Nations human
rights protection mechanism and its operational principles. In this process, State parties, as the owner of
the human rights treaties, must play the decisive and leading role that the treaty owner should play.
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