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@ (%) T19824 12 H 10 HIF&EH, FF T 1994 45 11 H 16 H A A5l &35 — 1 A 1833 UNTS 3,

https: //www. un. org/Depts/los/ convention_ agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_ e. pdf,
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The Notifications Relating to the 2019 Malaysian Submission to

the CLCS . Disputes Reflected and Legal Implications
Michael Sheng-ti Gau

Abstract: In December 2019 Malaysia submitted to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf
(CLCS) the information on the outer limits of its continental shelf beyond 200 miles (OL) in the South
China Sea ( SCS). As required by Article 76 (8 ) of UNCLOS, Malaysia shall seek CLCS
recommendations as basis for establishing its OL later. If notified of a land or maritime dispute involving in
the Submission, CLCS shall not consider the Submission. As of 23 April 2021 CLCS has collected 26 Note
Verbales (NVs) concerning, commenting or opposing the Malaysian Submission. Among them, 11 NVs
challenged China’s SCS territorial and maritime claims which said in China’s NVs initially objecting the
Submission. Based on the 2016 SCS Arbitration Award, those 11 NVs aim at disqualifying China’s NVs so
as to help the 2019 Malaysian Submission through CLCS process. This paper applies CLCS rules and
practice, analyzes all 26 NVs, examines the disputes reflected, and predicts the outcome at the CLCS.
Keywords: Outer Continental Shelf, UNCLOS, CLCS, 2019 Malaysian Submission, South China
Sea Dispute
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