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@ See generally Jose E. Alvarez, International Organizations as Law-makers ( Oxford University Press, 2005).
@ Jose E. Alvarez, “Hegemonic International Law Revisited” , (2003) 97 AJIL 873.
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@ See generally David A. Baldwin, “The Concept of Security” , (1997) 23 Review of International Security 5.
@ See Congyan Cai, “Enforcing New National Security? China’s National Security Law and International Law” , (2017) 10 JEAIL
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@ José E. Alvarez, “The Return of the State”, (2011) 20 Minn. J. Int’L. 223, p. 262.
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The Leaving and Return of the State and

the Future of International Law
Cai Congyan

Abstract; From the inception of modern national states, to leave has been the trend of States in their
activities, the basic tenet of which is to accept that their sovereignty was gradually limited over time. The
leave of States has enhanced the development of international law, especially universal international law,
the improvement of rule of law at international level and domestic level, the maintenance of international
peace and prosperity. Many drawbacks and injustices existed in this process, however. Given there have
been many substantial changes happening to international relations and international law itself, the trend
of return of States have been emerging in recent years. International legal order enters a new period of
reconstruction. In particular, the relationship between international law and domestic law is reconstructed
and, as the result, international law is gradually balanced by domestic law and domestic law is given with
more respects; the pluralism of international law is enhanced. As the result, emerging great powers have
substantial potential to reshape international legal order. The implications of the return of States on
international rule of law and domestic rule of law are diverse; however, these implications are not
necessarily negative.

Keywords: States, International Law, Leave, Return
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