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The Formation and Function of Natural

Law in International Relations
He Zhipeng

Abstract; It is of great concern whether there are constraints on state behavior in international relations,
and, if there are, what is the source of constraints, in exploring a state’s development process. “Natural
law” is one of the most controversial constraint scale beyond international power and national commitment.
From the perspective of the history and reality of international relations, natural law, as a criterion for
judging positive legal rules, does exist and has guiding and judging effects on state behavior. International
natural law exists in the overall framework level of international relations, such as the Westphalia
paradigm of natural law, the United Nations paradigm of natural law; also exists in the middle level of
international law, and even exists in the micro-level of international law. The initiative power of natural
law in international relations is the basic needs of survival of states and individuals. The formation
mechanism is based on social interaction. Therefore, natural law is not eternal; it will change with the
development of the times. The role of natural law in international relations is flexible, it is mainly through
the various actors of international relations’ public opinion evaluation to determine the degree of
recognition, and thus determine the State’s international cooperation opportunities, the depth and breadth
of participating in international affairs, affecting the country’s development pace and process. It is
therefore important for any state to recognize and value natural law. However, for rising powers, to
understand the existence and function of natural law, the essence is not to pursue the “true meaning” of
it, but to seek and build moral high grounds in international relations, vigilance and avoidance of moral
abduction in international relations, so as to adapt to and lead the times of the moral trend, to promote the
smooth and effective development of their own.

Keywords : International Relations, Natural Law, Formation, Function
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