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PHEIC in the International Health Regulations (2005) .
Normative Analysis, Implementation Dilemma and Governance Approach

He Tiantian

Abstract: In today’s interconnected world, health security is a global issue, and the International Health
Regulations (2005), or THR (2005), has been the only governing framework for global health security.
“Public Health Emergencies of International Concern” (PHEIC) is a newly created global warning system
for public health emergencies in the IHR. It is currently the only legal tool used by the World Health
Organization (WHO) to respond to the global public health emergencies. The PHEIC under the IHR have
their important jurisprudential significance, legal logic and operational methods, but the related-issues of
declaration and implementation have encountered quite a lot difficulties in reality, including the WHO
having been deeply trapped between goals and means, science and politics, and the lack of cooperation
and willingness of States Parties. As a collective means to protect the world’s population from the threat of
health emergency, the way to improve the PHEIC system requires a deeper understanding of the texts and
concepts of the IHR, and the global role of governance of the WHO. At present, it can be improved from
the internal governance of the WHO.

Keywords: International Health Regulations, Public Health Emergencies of International Concern,
COVID -19, World Health Organization
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