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The Rotterdam Rules and Revision of the Chinese Maritime Code

——the Perspective of Judicial Practice
Hou Wer

Abstract; The Rotterdam Rules, based upon the existing international conventions, has given full
consideration to shipping practices by having added to or revised a number of legal rules to reflect the
latest development and trend of legal systems in international carriage of goods by sea, which inspires
China positively in its solution to existing problems in maritime judgments and decisions. Nevertheless,
given the complicated nature of making of international conventions, the Rotterdam Rules results
inevitably from compromise of countries signing thereof or acceding thereto, which implies that certain
defects do exist therein, whether in form or in substance, and which may cause negative impact on China’s
application of law in maritime judgments and decisions. It is not yet the right time for the Chinese
government to accede to such convention, but necessary to make further study and pay closer attention.
Reasonable clauses of the Rotterdam Rules shall be adopted properly when it comes to China’s revision of
the Maritime Code, in which related systems in Chapter Four shall be perfected in a timely manner.

Keywords: the Rotterdam Rules, Judicial Practice, Positive Effect, Negative Impact, Revision of the

Maritime Code
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