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Africa; Liberia v. South Africa), Preliminary Objections, Judgment of 21 December 1962, p.328, International Court of
Justice, http: //www. icj-cij. org/docket/files/46/4887. pdf (lasted visited September 2, 2015).
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46/4887. pdf (lasted visited September 2, 2015).
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A Review on the Arbitration under Annex VII of the United

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

with Reference to the Issues of Jurisdiction on

the South China Sea Arbitration
Mi Chenxi
Abstract; Arbitration procedure under Annex VII of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) has somewhat compulsive character. The Philippines took this to distort the truth by means of
deliberate misrepresentation and unilaterally filed the arbitration over territorial sovereignty and maritime
delimitation issues in the South China Sea, regardless of the fact that China have made the declaration of
exclusion provided for in Article 298. As international treaties are based on the premise of State consent,
declarations or reservations made by a State Party as provided for by a treaty precisely mark the State
Party’s understanding of the treaty and define the limits of its obligation and compliance. The Part XV
constitutes an integrated system of dispute settlement under UNCLOS. The compulsive application of
Annex VII Arbitration should be limited and restricted by relevant articles. The State Parties have priority
on choosing any peaceful means of settlement of disputes, and the articles under Section 3 of Part 15 are
significant embodiment of safeguarding the State Parties’right on choosing the means of disputes resolution
related to some great national interests, such as marine delimitation. The Arbitration Tribunal’extensions
of its own jurisdiction provide approaches for the State Parties to abuse arbitration, mislead international
public opinions and achieve political goals, which itself will inflict severe damages on the Tribunal’credibility.
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