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The Establishment of the Outer Limits of the Continental Shelf .
Connections and Contradictions between the National Procedures and

the Recommendations of the CLCS
Ou Shuiquan

Abstract: Under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the Commission on the Limits of
the Continental Shelf (CLCS) makes the recommendations related to the outer limits of continental shelf
based on the information submitted by the Coastal States. However, the outer limits of the continental
shelf should be established by the Coastal States ultimately. Thus, how to handle the relations between
national procedures and recommendations is one of the key issues in practice. Specifically, there is no
judging mechanism under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea to examine the legal effect
of the national procedures which may be beyond the recommendations. While in accordance with the Annex
IT to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the recommendations cannot directly bind the
Coastal States. The legal effect of the national procedures should be based on the wholeness and the spirit
of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.
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