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right-wing often put forward that the unconditional surrender can only be applied to Japanese army rather
than the emperor of Japan and the Japanese government. With the process of Japaneses ruling party leaders
strongly promoting to end the ban on exercising right of “collective self-defence” , the move has triggered
large scale of protests in Japan. The debate on whether Japan’s surrender was conditional or unconditional
continues. It is about whether Japan enjoys residual sovereignty to abandon the peace constitution, which
relating to the legitimacy of the Japanese cabinet officials in the Tokyo Trials. This article argues that the
unconditional surrender was not under the limitation of the “bilaterally unconditional” ; The “ Potsdam
declaration” confirmed that the terms of the “Cairo Declaration” shall be carried out and one of its core
contents was the requirement of the unconditional surrender of Japan; Japan’s unconditional surrender was
not only applied to the Japanese army, but also the emperor of Japan and the Japanese government; The
purpose that the Allies did not grab the inherent territory of Japan and admit the polity of the postwar
Japan has been identified before Japan put forward an “Reservation” , thus having nothing to do with
Japan’s proposation about “Don’t change the rule of the emperor in power” .

Keywords: Unconditional Surrender, Sino-Japanese Relations; Potsdam Proclamation ; Conditional Surrender
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