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An Inquiry into and Suggestion for Further Improvement of Service of
Documents in Foreign-Related Civil and Commercial Proceedings

by Chinese Courts
Tu Guangjian
Abstract; As the first step and an integral part of Foreign-Related civil litigation, service of process
(documents) is concerned with the interests of private parties, the enforceability of a final judgment and
the celebrated sovereignty of the country where the service is to take place. A systematic examination of the
Chinese approach demonstrates that although a sound standard for the distinction between domestic service
and service abroad is adopted, service methods have reasonably evolved and the parties’ interests are well
balanced, and China can make further improvements as a Contracting State of the Hague Service
Convention. China can designate more forwarding authorities and accept postal channels. In the meantime,
China should restrict the use of service by publication and pure domestic service over foreign domiciliary.
Keywords: Foreign-Related Civil and Commercial Proceedings, Judicial Documents, The Hague Service

Convention, Service
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