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Modern System of the Law of the Sea and China’s Practice
Jin Yongming

Abstract; It is a general requirement in the international community that the marine order should be
maintained in accordance with the rules of the sea, including the rational exploitation and utilization of the
ocean’s space and resources. In the modern system of the law of the sea, the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea ( UNCLOS ) demonstrates the unique importance of its status for the
comprehensiveness and integrity of its content. This paper reviewed the development stages of the
UNCLOS. After analyzing its main content and core principles, it summarized China’s specific practices in
formulating and improving the system of domestic law of the sea with the principles and spirits contained in
the UNCLOS, and pointed out China’s existing problems and challenges. In the new era, China should
transform its role in maintaining and building the international marine order as well as the international
law-making and implementation in the future. Such a transformation is difficult and demanding time. To
achieve these goals, strengthening the construction of domestic system of the law of the sea is of great
importance because it is an unavoidable path to build a maritime power.

Keywords: Modern Law of the Sea, Construction of Marine Order, China’s Legislation on the Sea,
Legislative Thinking
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