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The Development of Space Law.
Framework, Objectives and Orientations

Ma Xinmin

Abstract: Space law is rooted in and triggered by the development of space technologies and human’s
space activities. The current space law consists of the five international treaties at the core. It is also
complemented by relevant United Nation General Assembly resolutions, regional or bilateral treaties and
customary international law, as well as legislations and practices of States and intergovernmental
organizations as subsidiary means for the determination of rules of space law. As far as the legal nature is
concerned , space law, as lex spectalis and part of the international law, contains not only its own features,
but also general characters of international law. As for the objectives of the development of space law, the
protection of international common interests and values is the primary objective, while the secondary
objective is respect for the interests and values of individual States. In order to achieve these fundamental
objectives, the core is to strike rational balance between the national interests and the international
common interests. With regard to the orientations for the development of space law, two aspects should be
focused and promoted. The first aspect is adherence to the fundamental and prevailing status of the United
Nations Charter and the reliance of general principle and rules of international law. The second aspect is to
refine primary rules and secondary rules regulating outer space activities. This could be illustrated in 5
points, that is, to refine the legal framework and mechanisms related to the common interests principle in
outer space and the common heritage of mankind principle in the moon, to progress steadily on regulation
of military activities in outer space, to improve legislation on the environment and resources of outer
space, to continuously progress the space legislation on new types of space activities, to develop secondary
rules for outer space activities.

Keywords: Space Law, Global Commons, the Interests of the International Community, General

International Law, the Charter of the United Nations
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