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China and World Order Around World War I. An Analysis of
the International Legal Solution of the Shandong Question by

the Peace Treaty Research Institute
Yan Liyuan

Abstract: It was generally believed that the refusal of the Chinese delegates to sign to the Versailles
Treaty at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919 made the Shandong Question unsettled until the Washington
Conference in 1921. In fact, after the Paris Peace Conference and before the Washington Conference, the
relevant measures of the Beiyang Government played a key role in solving the Shandong Question
successfully. The Beiyang Government immediately established the peace treaty research institute, which
focused on discussing the best solution of the Shandong Question peacefully without negotiating directly
with Japan. The relevant international plans broke through the limitation that China might be restrained in
bilateral diplomacy due to the disparity of powers between China and Japan. The relevant international
plans also conformed to the latest trend of the development of international law and international
organizations. It provided an excellent legal analysis perspective for studying China’s participation in the
construction of the new world order around World War 1.

Keywords: The Peace Treaty Research Institute, Twenty-One Demands, Shandong Question
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