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On the Legal Status of Marine Fishery Resources: From the

Perspectives of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
Chuan-Liang Wang and Yen-Chiang Chang

Abstract: States have the right for their nationals to engage in fishing activities in the corresponding
maritime areas based on the sovereignty, sovereign rights, the principle of freedom of the high seas as well
as the principle of common heritage of mankind of the Area under the 1982 United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea ( UNCLOS) . Meanwhile, the legal system of conservation and management of the
marine fishery resources is also an important part of the international fishery law. There is no legal system
of property right about marine fishery resources under UNCLOS or other international legal instruments,
which should be stipulated by domestic laws. Marine fishery resources are component of internal water as
well as territorial sea and belong to the State according to the relevant Chinese legal system. However,
precious and endangered marine wildlife resources are the objects of state ownership. In mainland China,
fishery operators are entitled to engage in fishing activities and can own catches from fishery resources with
fishing rights. In addition, the rule which regulates the activities of conservation and management of the
marine fishery resources is also an important part of China’s fishery legal system.

Keywords: International Fishery Law, China’s Fishery Legal System, Marine Fishery Resources,
Legal Status
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