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Review and Prospect of the Course of China’s Maritime
Rights and Interests Protection by Legal Means

In the Past 40 Years of Reform and Opening-up
Zhang Liangfu

Abstract: Over the past 40 years of reform and opening up, China has attached great importance to
safeguard territorial sovereignty, maritime rights and interests by legal means. In particular, in the face of
the Kast China Sea and South China Sea disputes, China has adopted a set of domestic laws and
regulations expressly reaffirming and declaring the archipelagos such as the Diaoyu Islands and the Nansha
Islands etc. , are inalienable part of the territory of the People’s Republic of China, and the surrounding
walers or relevant maritime areas are part of Exclusive Economic Zone, Continental Shelf or other types of
sovereign area under China’s jurisdiction. These legislative activities were based on international law, law
of the sea, particularly including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea ( UNCLOS).
Also, China’s long-term utilization of the islands, the surrounding waters and relevant maritime areas were
the basis of China’s marine legislation, which were consistent with China’s previous positions. With a new
era coming, the profound changes have taken place in domestic and international society. More than ever,
China need to enhance her awareness and consciousness on the oceanic rule of law, and further to improve
her domestic legal system, and deeply participate in the global governance and international law-making.

Keywords: Law of the Sea, East China Sea Issue, South China Sea Issue, China and the International Law
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