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Upholding and Developing International Humanitarian Law in Response
to the Challenges of Contemporary Armed Conflicts: Review of the
Conference Commemorating the 40th Anniversary of the Adoption

of the 1977 Protocols Additional to the 1949 Geneva Conventions
Zhou Wen

Abstract: The International Committee of the Red Cross in cooperation with the Institute of International
Law Chinese Academy of Social Sciences organized a Conference Commemorating the 40th Anniversary of
the Adoption of the 1977 Protocols Additional to the 1949 Geneva Conventions, 19 —20 May 2017 in
Beijing. The Conference covered a range of current international humanitarian law (THL) issues in the
context of the 40th anniversary of the Additional Protocols of 1977. It was generally acknowledged that the
current THL framework is in principle sufficient to regulate contemporary armed conflict. The real challenge
to IHL is whether parties to a conflict respect for and comply with the rules. China will play an increasingly
important role in upholding the basic values of IHL, ensuring respect for and compliance with THL by all
parties, and working towards the development and amelioration of THL.
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