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Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons .

Features, Purposes and Implications
Tan Yan

Abstract: The United Nations has adopted Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons ( TPNW) in
2017. Deepening sense of responsibility and crisis on the part of non-nuclear weapon states is manifested
in the treaty. And the five permanent members of the Security Council ( also the nuclear powers)
explicitly refused to join it. Given this sharp confrontation, non-nuclear weapon states still persist in
adopting such treaty, in which prohibits using or testing the nuclear weapons explicitly for the first time;
illegalizes the nuclear weapons completely; abandons the distinction between nuclear weapon states and
non-nuclear weapon states and puts forward a new concept “global public good of the highest order” .
Meanwhile, Non-nuclear weapon states have been able to formally enter the mainstream discourse of
international nuclear law by virtue of this treaty and the debate between them and nuclear weapon states on
the legality of nuclear weapon is bound to have a profound impact on the cognitions of peace, security and
national interest.

Keywords: Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) , Tllegalization of Nuclear Weapons,

Regulating of Nuclear Weapons in International Law, Nuclear Weapon States, Non-nuclear Weapon States
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