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On the Legal Basis and Trade-off of the Naval Diplomacy
Yen-Chiang Chang and Liu En

Abstract; Warship, together with its inherent advantages and special legal status under international
law, can be adapted by the government for diplomatic work, convenient for solving maritime disputes and
safeguarding national interests. Naval diplomacy, which is conducted by the warship, has achieved
extraordinary results in foreign affairs. This paper focuses on the definition regarding naval diplomacy,
then concludes the types of naval diplomacy combined with China’s navy diplomatic practice. This paper
also focuses on the classification and arrangement of related treaties which are used to restrict the military
use of naval diplomacy in peacetime. Discussion also extends to the challenges under current international
background that naval diplomacy confronted with, which includes that unfinished delimitation of sea area
leads to uncertainty of sovereignty adscription, divarication of convention’s explanation results in
conflicting of legal claims. This paper concludes by providing some possible advices in connection with the
challenges that mentioned above, which include to formulate detailed rules by-law for naval military
operation in peacetime, strengthen the utility of the United Nations Convention on Law of the Sea in
regular training, and enhance the politically mutual trust and security cooperation.

Keywords: Naval Diplomacy, Military Use, Peacetime, UNCLOS
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